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Introduction to Veterinary Medical Terminology 

Building Blocks of Words 

 

Names of group members: 

 

 

 
Directions: 

 For each group you will create and build 3 die. 

 One will be for Prefixes 

 One will be for Root Words 

 One will be for Suffixes 

For each dice you will select 6 terms, example: on the Prefixes dice you will select 6 to label the 6 sides. 

Once you have labeled and constructed the three dice, take turns rolling the dice and list the prefix, the root 

word and the suffix, and determine the correct notation of the word  and its meaning. 
Prefix Root word Suffix Word Meaning 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Name: ____________________________________________ Date:_______________________ Period: _____________   
 

Veterinary Terminology 
 
Directions:  Match the prefix, suffix, or root on the left with the correct meaning on the right.   

1. _____   -natal    A. inflammation  

2. _____   hepat/o-   B. around   

3. _____   iso-    C. cell    

4. _____   -itis    D. liver   

5. _____   ur/o-   E. red   

6. _____   eu-    F. birth   

7. _____   -cyte    G. equal   

8. _____   dys-    H. urine  

9. _____   erythr/o   I. difficult  

10. _____   peri-    J. normal     

11. _____   cuti-    K. foot, child  

12.  _____   nas/o    L. head    

13. _____   -blast-    M. after     

14.  _____   -ped-   N. eating, swallowing   

15.  _____   enter/o   O. skin    

16.  _____   post-    P. nose    

17.  _____   -phag    Q. against    

18.  _____   anti-    R. intestines   

19.  _____   -osis    S. sprout, germ, bud  

20.  _____   cephal/o-  T. abnormal condition 

 
Directions:      

 Dissect the following words into their pieces by drawing a line between 
the prefix, root, combining form, and suffix. 

 Define each piece. 

 Write a definition for the whole word. 
 

21. Anemia 

 
22. Angiogram 

 
23. Declaw 

 
24. Dysuria 

 
25. Hydrocephalous 

 

26. Mastitis 

 
27. Millimeter 

 
28. Pericarditis          

 
29. Subcutaneous 

 
30. Tetrapod 

 

Example: 
C a r d i o l o g y = c a r d i / o / l o g y 

     Heart          study of 
Cardiology = the study of the heart 



Crossword  
Directions:  Read the clues below and fill in the boxes that correspond with the number of the clue.    

 
 
 

Across:                Down:   
1. Abnormally large liver     1. Pertaining to water  
4. Abnormally large heart     2. Difficulty breathing  
8. An incision into the trachea blood cell   3. Destruction of the red  
9. Insufficient oxygen      4. Pertaining to the head  
11. An instrument used to examine the ear   5. Producing a lot of urine  
12. A recording of the mammary gland    6. Red blood cell  
13. The study of the urinary system    7. Instrument used to listen to the chest    

10. Newborn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Name: _________________________ Date: _________________  Period: _____ 
 

Common Abbreviations 
 
Purpose: Veterinarians and their staff use dozens of abbreviations that they use. It is important to know the 
correct meaning for each abbreviation, otherwise serious mistakes could be made and animals could die. 
 
Directions: Read each sentence and write the correct abbreviation above the underlined words. 

1. Doctor Center is needed in the intensive care unit immediately. His patient just came out of surgery 

and needs an electrocardiogram. 

 

2. Snowball is a female domestic long hair cat. She needs vaccinated for Feline Leukemia Virus, Feline 

Infectious Anemia, and Feline Infectious Peritonitis. 

 

3. Please write a prescription for 6 milliliters of penicillin to be given three times a day. 

 

4. As a vet tech you will have to monitor temperature, pulse, and respiration, every day, every hour. 

 

5. The test results for specific gravity, urinalysis, packed cell volume, and white blood cell count are all 

normal. 

 

6. Intramuscular, intravenous, subcutaneous, and intraperitoneal are all routes to administer injections. 

 

7. The date of birth for Max, a domestic short hair male cat, is 10/10/00. 

 

8. The Doctor of Veterinary Medicine took a history on his patient and listened to his gastrointestinal 

sounds before he wrote his diagnosis. 

 

 

9. Most cats are fed as much as they want, whereas dogs are usually fed twice a day. 

 

10. The dog that arrived dead on arrival was suspected to have a central nervous system disease. 



Name__________________________________________________ Date______________________ Period __________ 
 

Gummy Bear Dissection 
 

Purpose:   To practice using directional terminology. 
 

Objectives:   The students will be able to apply directional terminology by dissecting a three-dimensional object. 
 

Materials: 

8 Gummy bears  Plastic knives  Paper Plate  Napkins   Tape 
 

Procedure: 
Divide each Gummy using the knife.  Label on your plate and sketch the image below.  Raise your hand when you finish. 

Bear 1 Dorsal 
 
 
 
 

Ventral 

Bear 2 Anterior 
 
 
 
 

Posterior 

Bear 3 Cranial 
 
 
 
 

Caudal 

 

Gummy Bear Dissection: 
Cut each bear according to the description in the chart.  Label on your plate and sketch the image below. 

Bear # Start Position Cut Part 1 Part 2 

4 
On its legs, like how a 

four-legged animal 
stands 

Cut 1 Leg 

Proximal 
 

 
 

Distal 

5 
On its legs, like how a 

four-legged animal 
stands 

Cut along the 
Transverse Plane 

Cranial 
 

 
 

Caudal 

6 
On its side, like a four-

legged animal lying 
down 

Cut along the Frontal 
Plane 

Dorsal 
 

 
 

Ventral 

7 

On its legs, like how a 
four-legged animal 

stands with anterior 
facing you 

Along the Median 
Plane to break into 2 

equal halves 

Left 
 

 
 

Right 

8 

On its legs, like how a 
four-legged animal 

stands with anterior 
facing you 

Along the Median 
Plane to break into 2 

unequal halves 

Left 
 

 
 

Right 

 

Raise your hand to be graded 



Directional Terminology 
 
Procedure: 
For each animal below, use a colored pen or pencil and label the animal 
with the correct directional term(s). 
 
1. Divide these animals with a frontal plane. 
 

    
 
2. Label the dorsal and ventral regions of these animals. 
 

    
 
 
3. Divide these animals into a median and a sagittal plane. 
 
 

            
 
 
 

4. Label these animals as being a lateral, posterior, or anterior view. 
 

     
 
5. Label the cranial and caudal regions on these animals. 
 

    
 
6. Divide these animals with a transverse plane. 
 

   
 
7. Label proximal and distal on the horse’s legs and the parrot’s tail. 
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